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42 pages of refinancing bliss
Right from the git-go I’m
going to confess I’m not a
financial wizard. I’ve never
had an interest in money. I
know we need money to make
our way through life, but
I’ve never been consumed by
making money. Maybe that’s
why I live in a van down by
the river.
The wife found out from the
Selco Credit Union, our bank,
that I qualify for Veterans
Administration refinancing.
I had to obtain a certificate of
eligibility. This was the first
hurdle. This hurdle consisted
of the DD214 form. Every GI
has a 214 which shows his or
her service record. They also
wanted my driver’s license.
I don’t have one because I’m
totally blind in my right eye.
The State of Oregon is very
particular about who they
issue driver’s licenses to.
The Wife brought home
a 42-page legal document.
This little baby required my
signature 13-times. They sent
out a VA appraiser. He thanked
me for my service then said
the front of our house looked
crappy and we needed to paint
it before the refinancing could
be approved. This cost us
$750. Now we are waiting for
him to come back and look at
the paint job. Thank me for my
service indeed. Thank me for
not drop kicking you through

Uff Da!
Noel Ness
Columnist

the goalpost of life.
I do have my Federal
retirement credentials with
my badge and photo. They
liked this but insisted that a
notary take a gander at me to
determine if I was legit. The
Notary showed up with a huge
bundle of documents. You’re
not going to believe this, but
he required 60 signatures and
20 initials. I swear. What kind
of demented and diabolical
weeny comes up with this
stuff? This refinancing thing
is turning into a real battle
royale.
Notary Public:
A person
authorized to perform certain
legal formalities, especially to
draw up or certify contracts,
deeds, and other documents for
use in other jurisdictions.
Battle Royale (バトル·ロワイア
ル, Batoru Rowaiaru) is a 2000
Japanese dystopian thriller film
directed by Kinji Fukasaku.

That definition is as clear as
mud.
The refinancing is supposed
to save us $348.00 a month. Of
course, we’ve already spent
$750.00 on painting. The Wife
says we are getting a better
interest rate. I asked what the

NOTICE

The City Council of the City of Tracy has declared a vacancy
on the City Council for former Council member Tony Peterson’s
seat and is seeking to appoint one (1) council member to fill
the vacancy pursuant to City Charter Section 2.06. The City
Council will appoint one council member after receiving and
reviewing applications from interested candidates.
The term of the appointed Council member will begin on the
date of appointment and will expire on January 11, 2021.
Applications for interested candidates are available at the
City Clerk’s Office at City Hall, 336 Morgan Street, Tracy,
Minnesota 56175. Interested candidates may also call City Hall
for additional information at (507) 629-5528. City Hall is open
Monday through Friday 8:00 am to 4:30 pm.
The filing period to submit an application for appointment shall
begin on March 24, 2020 at 8:00 am and shall end on April 3,
2020 at 5:00 pm. Any applications received after April 3, 2020
at 5:00 pm will not be considered for appointment.
Interested candidates for appointment must be a qualified city
voter, be at least 21 years old on the date of taking office, a U.S.
Citizen, and a resident of the city for at least 30 days before the
date of appointment.
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Thinking Auction?

Whether Real Estate, Farm or Household…
Let 35 years of Auction Experience work for you!

Dave Bosacker, owner
Tracy, MN

(507) 829-5280

www.tracyauctioncenter.com

Tracy Area
Funeral Home

1155 Morgan Street Tracy, MN 56175 Call 629-4680
Nathan & Valerie Stephens, owners

PLACE YOUR AD!

Call Lisa or Tara at 629-4300.
REASONABLE RATES!
DANA F. COLE & COMPANY, LLP
Certified Public Accountants

GREG SHAW, CPA; EDWARD CARTER, ENROLLED AGENT
158 Third Street•Tracy, MN 56175•507-629-3909

BALATON DENTAL CLINIC

Dr. Richard Brown•General Dentistry•Comprehensive Dental Care for All Ages

123 THIRD STREET, BALATON, MINNESOTA
HOURS: Mon thru Thurs, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For Appointments Call (507) 734-2251

Michael R. Thomas D.D.S. & Associates

New Location
Patient Friendly Hours ~ Evenings & Friday Appointments
1511 Carlson Street, Marshall, MN

507-532-3353

Prairie View Senior Living

interest rate was on. She said,
“it’s hard to explain.” I’ll tell
ya what’s hard to explain.
How is it I get into these
predicaments? They are never
ending. Or so it seems.
While researching this story
I came upon the following:
“A home mortgage refinance
may sound like a good
idea in theory, but it’s not
always possible or desirable.
For starters, lenders have
tightened up the approval
process, making it more
difficult to get a loan.” Oh
really, I never would have
guessed that. Nope, not in a
million, zillion years.
My Tracy friends we just
received an e-mail from the
Credit Union. They want to
verify who we are. I’m not even
sure who we are anymore.

Greetings from Prairie View. We want to
assure all our friends that we are well. We are

however missing all our family and friends
who would usually come to visit. If you have
family or friends you wish to visit you may
call the resident phone number, which is 6294008. We also have the ability to FaceTime or
Skype. If you are interested in that please call
629-3331 so we can get our iPad ready and we
will schedule a time to assist with either of
those options.
We would like to thank the children from
Heather Hubner’s day care in Balaton for
the fun spring pictures they painted for our
residents to hang in their rooms. If there is

any group who would like to share a card or
letter they can be mailed to the facility or can
be dropped off in our entryway and we will
distribute to the residents.
We have noticed an increase in cards and
letters coming in the mail and we want you to
know what a smile it puts on the face of those
receiving them.
This is a most challenging time for everyone
as we adapt activities to in-room projects or
small groups with everyone keeping their
social distance.   We appreciate everyone’s
understanding and cooperation during this
time.

Public Notice
(First Date of Pub:
Wed., March 18, 2020)
(Dates of Pub,:
Wed., March 18, 25, 2020)
ORDINANCE NO. _27____
AN ORDINANCE FOR THE
REDUCTION OF CLEAR WATER
IN THE SANITARY SEWER
SYSTEM
The City Council finds that
the discharge of water from roof,
surface, groundwater, sump pump,
footing tile or swimming pool, or
other natural precipitation into the
municipal sanitary sewer system
has the potential to cause property
damage and overload the municipal
and
regional
sanitary
sewer
systems. The City Council therefore
finds it essential for the maintenance
of health, minimization of property
damage, and to maintain the life
and capacity of the wastewater
treatment system that the provisions
of this ordinance be strictly enforced.
The City Council of Garvin,
Minnesota ordains that a new
Section 5A.3070 shall be added to
the Garvin City Code as follows:
SUBDIVISION 1: Applicability
This ordinance shall apply to all
water entering the sanitary sewer
system unless explicitly exempted
by the City. The City and its
representatives are authorized to
administer, implement, and enforce
the provisions of this ordinance.
SUBDIVISION 2: Definitions
For the purpose of this Ordinance,
the following terms are defined:
Clear water means storm water,
natural precipitation, melting snow,
ground water, roof drainage,
ground surface and subsurface
drainage, down spout, yard drain,
sump pump, foundation drain, yard
fountain, pond, swimming pool,
cistern overflow, or any other water
that is not required to be treated by
state or federal law. Swimming pool
water that is required to be treated
in accordance with city, county
or state regulations shall not be
considered clear water.
Sewer service lateral means all
sewer service pipes that extend
from the municipal sewer main to
the structure that it serves.
SUBDIVISION 3: Compatibility
with Other Regulations
This ordinance is not intended
to modify or repeal any other
ordinance, rule, regulation, or other
provision of law. The requirements of
this ordinance are in addition to the
requirements of any other ordinance,
rule, regulation, or other provision
of law, and where any provision of
this ordinance imposes restrictions
different from those imposed by any
other ordinance, rule, regulation or
other provision of law, whichever
provision is more restrictive or
imposes higher protective standards
for human health or the environment
shall apply.
SUBDIVISION 4: Prohibition
Against Discharge into the
Sanitary Sewer System
No person shall discharge or
cause to be discharged into the
municipal sanitary sewer collection
system, or infiltrate into the sanitary
sewer system any clear water
because of a sump pump, defective
plumbing, a defective sewer service
lateral or by any other means from
March 15 through November 15 of
any year.
Any new home constructed in the
City of Garvin with a sump pump
or similar drainage system must,
as part of construction and design,
provide a permanent connection to
the City Storm Sewer or other means
of year round discharge which is not
connected to the sanitary sewer
system.
Section 6: Inspection

www.smiledesignersmn.com

All contractors and builders who
are building a structure connected
to the City’s sanitary sewer system,
shall obtain an inspection of each
building located on such property
by an inspector designated by
the City. The purpose of this city
inspection shall be to confirm that
there is no prohibited discharge
into the municipal sanitary sewer
system and that provision is made
to discharge clear water without
utilizing the sanitary sewer system.

must be first submitted to the public
works director specifying the
reasons for the temporary waiver
which shall then be considered
by the City Council.

All homeowners, as a condition
of obtaining and maintaining water
and sewer service, shall allow an
inspection of their home to verify
compliance with this ordinance. The
City may obtain an administrative
search order from a Court in the event
a property owner does not comply
with the inspection requirements
as set out in this ordinance. If the
City successfully petitions a Corut
for an administrative search order
after a homeowner fails to allow a
voluntary inspection, and the City
prevails in that application, the court
costs and attorney’s fees incurred in
obtaining that order shall be paid by
the homeowner.

The public works director may
set conditions to the temporary
waiver.
The
public
works
director
may
terminate the
temporary waiver upon a failure
to comply with any conditions
imposed on the temporary waiver.
The public works director must
give a five-day written notice of
the termination to the property
owner and occupant setting forth
the reasons for the termination.
After expiration or termination of
a temporary waiver, the property
owner shall comply with the
provisions of this ordinance.

The inspection requirements
may also be met by having the
property owner contract with a
licensed plumber to perform the
inspection. The plumber must
inspect
the
property’s
sump
pump, sewer service lateral, and
groundwater
drainage
system,
and upon completion, return an
inspection form provided by the
City documenting the results of the
inspection. All costs associated with
an inspection by a privately retained
plumber shall be the responsibility of
the property owner.
Section 7: Corrections
Upon notice that the discharge of
clear water on a property is not in
compliance with this ordinance, the
owner or occupant of the property
shall cease from discharging clear
water in violation of this ordinance
and shall make the necessary
repairs and corrections to discharge
the clear water in accordance
with this ordinance. Discharge
of clear water in compliance with
this ordinance shall be completed
within 14 days of the date of
notice of noncompliance, or as
determined by the public works
director. A second inspection of
the property will be completed after
21 days following the notice of
noncompliance.
Section 8: Violations
A monthly surcharge in an
amount duly adopted by the City
Council and set forth in the City’s
fee schedule shall be assessed
against any property on which clear
water is discharged in violation
of this ordinance. The monthly
surcharge will be charged on the
property’s municipal utility billing
statement if one or more of the
following conditions apply: (1) an
inspection as required herein has
not been allowed by the property
owner or occupant within 30 days
after the city’s notice of inspection;
(2) the property owner or occupant
fails to make the sewer line
cleanout readily available for the
inspection; (3) the necessary
corrections have not been made
within the time specified; and (4)
the property owner or occupant
reconnects a clear water discharge
line to the municipal sanitary sewer
system after it has been previously
disconnected at the city’s or a
court’s direction. A surcharge
will be assessed for every month
during which the property is not in
compliance.
Section 9: Temporary Waivers
The City may grant a temporary
waiver from the provisions of this
section where strict enforcement
would cause a threat of damage
or harm to other property, the
environment, or public safety
because of circumstances unique
to the individual property or due
to weather conditions. A written
request for a temporary waiver

If a temporary waiver is granted,
the property owner shall pay an
additional fee for sewage service
charges based on the number of
gallons discharged into the City’s
sanitary sewer system as estimated
by the public works director.

Section 10: Appeals
Applications for appeal of any
administrative determination made
pursuant to this Ordinance shall
be addressed in writing to the city
clerk within 30 days of the
determination.
Applications shall at a minimum
identify the property for the appeal
is sought, the name of the property
owner, and describe in detail
the determination which is being
appealed. Within 60 days of receipt
of the application, the City Council
shall make its decision on the matter
and send a written copy of such
decision to the property owner by
mail.
Section 11: Severability and
Validity
The provisions of this ordinance
are hereby declared to be severable.
If any provision, clause, sentence,
or paragraph of this ordinance or the
application thereof to any person,
establishment, or circumstances be
declared by a court of competent
jurisdiction to be invalid, such
invalidity shall not affect the validity
of other provisions or application of
this ordinance.
Passed by the City Council of
Garvin, Minnesota this __8th___
day of March, 2020.
__James Julien______________
James Julien, Mayor
Attested:
__Sandy Carlson_____________
Sandy Carlson, City Clerk
(First Date of Pub.:
Wed. March 25, 2020)
(Dates of Pub.:
Wed., March 25, 2020)
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Sealed Bids will be received until
11:00 a.m. on April 14, 2020 in the
Auditor/Treasurers Office of the
Lyon County Government Center,
607 West Main St., Marshall, MN by
E.J. Moberg, Lyon County Auditor/
Treasurer on behalf of the Board
of Commissioners for the following
projects.
SAP 042-601-012, SAP 042603-029, SAP 042-609-035, SAP
042-632-007, SAP 042-633-011,
SAP 042-635-002, and FOB Mix
Bituminous Surfacing
See the Lyon County website,
HYPERLINK
“http://www.lyonco.
org” www.lyonco.org, for complete
Notice and bid information.
Electronic version of the plans
and proposal are available to view/
download at HYPERLINK “https://
egram.lyonco.org/” https://egram.
lyonco.org/. Look under “Projects in
Bidding”.
Aaron VanMoer, P.E.
Lyon County Engineer

M-Tues 8 a.m.-5 p.m. • Wed 8 a.m.-7 p.m. • Fri 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Horvath Funeral Service
444 Craig Ave, Tracy, MN 56175
629-4510, www.horvathfuneralservice.com
Quinn M. Horvath, Owner/Funeral Director
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(First Date of Pub.:
Wed. March 25, 2020)
(Dates of Pub.: Wed. March 25,
April 2, 8, 2020)
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Tracy Area Public Schools will receive bids at the District Office until
3:00 p.m. on April 15, 2020, for the
following project:
To Renovate Men’s Restroom
nearest the gymnasium. This includes removal and disposal of
concrete floor and block walls to
expose plumbing. Remove and
replace all waste water pipe and
add floor drains. Installation of
new concrete floor. Provide and
install new plumbing fixtures.
And Provide and install tile floor
and walls.
Bids shall be directed to Tracy
Area Public Schools, Attention Superintendent Dr. Chad Anderson
securely sealed and endorsed upon
the outside wrapper with a brief
statement or summary as to the
work for which the bid is made. Bids
will be opened on April 15, 2020 at
3:00 pm in the Superintendent’s office.
Tracy Area Public Schools reserves the right to reject all bids.
No bidder may withdraw his bid
for at least 30 days after the scheduled closing time for the receipt of
bids.
Specifications are on file at Tracy Area High School, 934 Pine St,
Tracy, Minnesota, 56175. Copies of
the specifications and bidding documents will be furnished on request
to any prospective bidder. Call 507629-5500 to obtain a complete bid
package.
Dated this 24 day of March, 2020
Chad Anderson
TAPS Superintendent

(First Date of Pub.:
Wed., March 18, 2020)
Dates of Pub.:
Wed., March 18, 25, April 1, 2020)
2020 Sewer Line Replacement
and
HVAC Replacement Project
TWIN CIRCLE APARTMENTS
TRACY, MINNESOTA
Twin Circle Apartments will
receive sealed bids for the “2020
Sewer Line Replacement and
HVAC Replacement Project, Twin
Circle Apartments, Tracy, MN”.
Bids will be mailed or delivered
to Ms. Dawn Benson, Executive
Director, Twin Circle Apartments,
760 Morgan Street, Tracy, MN
56175, until 11:00 a.m. (prevailing
time), Wednesday, April 8, 2020, at
which time bids will be opened and
read aloud.
The scope of work will be
performed under one Prime
Contract.
Form of Proposal, Drawings and
Specifications will be on file at the
office of Twin Circle Apartments,
760 Morgan Street, Tracy, MN
56175.
Contact Dawn Benson
at phone number: 507-629-3160
or email: tracyhra@iw.net for bid
packets.
Plans and specifications will be
available on Wednesday, March 18,
2020.
All bids must be accompanied
by a Cashier’s Check or Bid Bond
payable to Twin Circle Apartments,
in an amount equal to five percent
(5%) of the total amount of the bid.
No bid may be withdrawn within
thirty (30) days after the scheduled
closing time for the receipt of bids
without consent of Owner.
The Owner reserves the right to
reject any or all bids and to waive
any informality in the bidding.
By: Dawn Benson, Executive
Director
Twin Circle Apartments
Tracy, MN
Date: March 16, 2020

