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Major projects will make for busy year at Wheels
Sadly,
the
coronavirus
pandemic continues to disrupt
ordinary life in Tracy and
elsewhere. However, behindthe-scenes
preparations
continue for an especially
eventful year at the Wheels
Across the Prairie Museum.
Several big projects are being
planned in 2020.
The anticipated move of an
authentic Section Foreman’s
House from Swift County is
likely to occur in May or early
June. This new structure will
enhance the museum’s already
stellar railroad exhibits.
The relocation of six small
museum buildings from a
poorly drained area to higher,
more visible ground east of
the depot, is another planned
improvement.
The construction of a new,
24x40-foot building to better
display local military and
veterans’ artifacts is mapped
as the museum’s third major
capital project this year.

Museum
Update
Seth Schmidt
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Military building
An
attractive
veterans’
exhibit anchors a corner of the
museum’s main barn building.
Hours can be spent poring
over a fascinating array of old
letters, journals, photos, and
military gear. And yet the
display contains only a fraction
of the museum’s military
collection.
“It is a shame that we
have the space to put out
only a small part of what we
have,” explains Jon Wendorff,
museum board president.
The planned new building
will allow the museum to
display much more of its
military
collection,
while
honoring local veterans. The
960-square foot structure will
be erected east of St. Mark’s

WHEELS ACROSS THE PRAIRIE MUSEUM includes a veterans’ exhibit
in the main barn building. Photo / Seth Schmidt

Church.
Plans call for both air
conditioning and heating to
not only make the building
more visitor-friendly, but also
help preserve artifacts,
Estimated
construction
cost is $50,000, plus cement
foundation expenses.
A fund-raising campaign
will offer opportunities to give
memorials in honor of local
veterans.
A permanent marker in the

building will recognize major
memorials and gifts.

train). [Note: This also fits a
definition of fashion models
more than we might like to
admit.]
COVID-19
“Predictive
Models” are in their infancy
and like a weather forecast,
they are never completely
accurate though still useful
as the best estimate going
forward. Seven-day weather
forecasts are about 80%
accurate
while
ten-day
forecasts drop to 50% accuracy
according to NOAA.
My
knees
and
the
restlessness of children are
always accurate predictors on
the day a storm is coming.
One of the chief model
creators in England, Neil
Ferguson of the Imperial

College London, worked on
simulations on the spread
and death rates of Covid-19
beginning in January of
2020. In an April 2 article
in Nature Magazine, he
reminded us that because
much
information
about
the virus is not known,
initial assumptions like the
virus being ‘about like the
flu’ were wrong. He stated,
“We’re building simplified
representations of reality.
Models are not crystal balls.”
The “Washington Model”
projected April 12th to be the
peak for deaths in US with
2,212 victims on that day.
In Minnesota, April 26th is
projected to see a peak of
16 deaths. If you look at the

Section Foreman’s House
It was once common for
railroads to build small
dwellings along their lines for
maintenance supervisors and
their families. Today these
Section Foreman’s Houses
are rare. But Wheels visitors
will one day be able to see
an 1884 Section Foreman’s
House that’s being moved

from De Graff. Relocation and
renovation expenses, which
will include a new roof and
the reconstruction of a lean-to,
are estimated at $45,000.
Originally, hopes were to
move the structure late last fall.
Thein Moving Co. of Clara City
now expects the 80-mile move
to take place in late May or
June, once spring road weight
restrictions are removed and
all necessary permits are
obtained. A cement pad will be
poured for the structure.
About $13,000 has been
received to date for the Section
Foreman’s House.
Additionally, an anonymous
donor has pledged a gift of
up to $25,000, to be matched
with other donations. The
benefactor stipulates that the
$25,000 matching grant can
be used for either the Section
Foreman’s House, or the new
veterans’ building.
Tax-deductible donations for
either the military building or
the Section Foreman’s House

can be sent to Wheels Across
the Prairie, PO Box 1091, Tracy,
MN 56175.

Small buildings to relocate
A row of small quaint
buildings
south
of
the
museum’s barn are scheduled
to be moved this fall after Box
Car Days. Slated for relocation
are: a one-room country school,
Moline Store, Amiret Post
Office, Vi’s Norwegian Hut,
summer kitchen, and a cottage.
The buildings are now
mostly hidden from the view
of passing Hwy. 14 traffic. The
structures will be moved to
new cement slabs east of the
depot and St. Mark’s Church,
where they will be more
visible. The move will also
remove the buildings from low,
soggy ground.
Grading and fill work has
been completed at the new
locations. Money is already on
hand to relocate the buildings,
pour new cement pads, and
construct new walkways.

The immediate illusion: Dealing with COVID-19 predictions
Immediately comes from
the Greek root “Euthy.” It
means to “do things properly
without detours.” The modern
translation of the word means
“straight.” Also, the root word
“mediate” suggests being in the
middle to work out differences
between opposing parties.
I’m no etymologist (word
origin-figurer-out-person) yet
it interests me how people
use the word “immediately”
to mean “right now” without
any qualification about quality
or correctness of response. We
appear to be addicted to the
“Breaking News” syndrome.
Whether right or wrong, we
need to stick our nose into
events as they happen and
interpret and expect resolution
as the events happen in
glorious 4K with surround
sound.
Why am I alert to the word
“immediately”? Over 60 years
ago Pastor H. M. Blegen, the
God Father of my congregation
did a series on the Gospel of
Mark and emphasized the
word “immediately” which

Little
Voice on
the Prairie
Bill Richards

Mark used over forty times. It
is suggested that when acting
on behalf of God, important
work and action are done not
“instantly” but with great
focus and correctness. This
immediately brings me to
another newsworthy word.
Model from the Latin
word
“modulus”
means
“measure” or “standard.”
Defined by Merriam Webster
a model is also “A system
of postulates (assumptions),
data and inferences (educated
guess based on assumptions
and data) presented as a
mathematical
description
(numbers,
charts)
of
a
entity or state of affairs.
(Weather models, economic
forecasts)… Or a miniature
representation (not the real
thing) of something (model

Professional
– Directory –
Thinking Auction?

Whether Real Estate, Farm or Household…
Let 35 years of Auction Experience work for you!

Dave Bosacker, owner
Tracy, MN

(507) 829-5280

www.tracyauctioncenter.com

Tracy Area
Funeral Home

1155 Morgan Street Tracy, MN 56175 Call 629-4680
Nathan & Valerie Stephens, owners

fine print it says “shaded area
indicates uncertainty.” The
even finer print says that it
has a 95% uncertainty. That
is some weather prediction
but with limited data and
understanding of the alien
invader,
it’s
helpful
in
immediately preparing for the
storm.   
The
U
of
Minnesota
Computer Prediction Model
paints a darker picture with
more
Minnesota
specific
data that is more in line with
national and international
models. It is being adjusted
daily. People want a pretty
website but health economist
Gildemeister reported to the
Pioneer Press that the first
priority is to get information

to policy makers so they can
do their job. Is it better to be
accurate and slow or more
transparent and fast if you
can’t have both due to limited
people and resources and
time?
The words “immediate”
and “breaking news” are an
updated story similar to the
tortoise and the hare. Slow
and steady wins the race
and a race for saving lives
balanced
with
economic
health, it certainly is. This
high wire act requires focus
(Latin for domestic hearth or
center of activity) and patience
(old French for suffering),
two more good words with
interesting origins. Thank you
H.M. and Webster.

$824,051.46.
6. Pursuant to the power of sale
in the Mortgage, the Mortgage shall
be foreclosed, and the land located
at 2133 County Road 9, Marshall,
Minnesota 56258, Property Tax
ID No. 01-006004-1, and legally
described as follows:
All that part of the Northeast
Quarter of the Southeast
Quarter of Section 6, Township
110 North, Range 40 West, Lyon
County, Minnesota, being more
particularly described as follows:
Beginning at the northeast
corner of said Southeast
Quarter; thence South 00
degrees 14 minutes 34 seconds
East, bearing based on Lyon
County Coordinate System
(1996 Adj.) along the east line
of said Southeast Quarter, a
distance of 1084 feet; thence
North 89 degrees 01 minutes
06 seconds West a distance of
402.00 feet; thence North 00
degrees 14 minutes 34 seconds
West a distance of 1084 feet,
to a point on the north line of
said Southeast Quarter; thence
South 89 degrees 01 minutes
06 seconds East, along said
north line, a distance of 402.00
feet, to the point of beginning.
(“Property”),
shall be sold by the Sheriff
of Lyon County, Minnesota,
at public auction on June 16,
2020 at 10:00 a.m., at the
Lyon County Sheriff’s Office:
611 W Main Street, Marshall,
Minnesota 56258.

for redemption by mortgagor
or
mortgagor’s
personal
representatives or assigns is six (6)
months after the date of sale.

Public Notice
(First Date of Pub.: Wed. April 8,
2020)
(Dates of Pub.: Wed., April 8, 15,
2020)

(First Date of Pub.: Wed., April 15,
2020)
(Dates of Pub.: Wed., April 15, 22,
29, May 6, 13, 20, 2020)

Important Information Regarding
Property Assessments
This may affect your 2021
property tax payments.

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

The Board of Appeal and
Equalization of the City of Tracy
in Lyon County, Minnesota, will
meet on Monday the 20th day of
April, 2020, at 7:00 PM, at the City
Hall. The purpose of this meeting
is to determine whether property in
the jurisdiction has been property
valued and classified by the
assessor.
If you believe the value or
classification of your property
is incorrect, please contact your
assessor’s office to discuss your
concerns. If you disagree with the
valuation or classification after
discussing it with your assessor, you
may appear before the local board of
appeal and equalization. The board
will review your assessments and
may make corrections as needed.
Generally, you must appeal to
the local board before appealing
to the county board of appeal and
equalization.

PLACE YOUR AD!

Call Lisa or Tara at 629-4300.
REASONABLE RATES!

Date: April 15, 2020.
1. A default has occurred in the
conditions of that certain mortgage
executed by Dorschner Holdings
LLC, a Minnesota limited liability
company, as mortgagor, in favor of
Bremer Bank, National Association,
a national banking association as
mortgagee, dated December 28,
2017, and recorded on December
29, 2017, as Document No.
214784, as modified by that certain
modification of mortgage dated April
5, 2019, and recorded on May 6,
2019, as Document No. 218330,
both in the Office of the County
Recorder in and for Lyon County,
Minnesota (collectively, “Mortgage”).
The land described in the Mortgage
is not registered land.
2. The original principal amount
secured by the Mortgage was:
$775,070.96.
3. No action or proceeding at law
is now pending to recover the debt
secured by the Mortgage or any part
thereof.
4. The holder of the Mortgage
has complied with all conditions
precedent to acceleration of the
debt secured by the Mortgage and
foreclosure of the Mortgage and all
notice and other requirements of
applicable statutes.
5. As of the date of this notice, the
amount due on the Mortgage is:

7. The time allowed by law

THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW
FOR
REDEMPTION
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S
PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES
OR
ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER
MINN.
STAT.
§
582.032,
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS,
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION,
AND ARE ABANDONED.
The mortgagor released from
financial obligation on the Mortgage
is: None.
			
Bremer
Bank,
National
Association
(a national banking association)
By its attorneys:
/s/ Lindsay W. Cremona
Lindsay W. Cremona (#393599)
Joshua D. Christensen (#332616)
Anastasi Jellum, P.A.
				
Attorneys for Mortgagee
14985 60th Street North
Stillwater, MN 55082
(651) 439-2951
21102

DANA F. COLE & COMPANY, LLP
Certified Public Accountants

GREG SHAW, CPA; EDWARD CARTER, ENROLLED AGENT
158 Third Street•Tracy, MN 56175•507-629-3909

BALATON DENTAL CLINIC

Dr. Richard Brown•General Dentistry•Comprehensive Dental Care for All Ages

123 THIRD STREET, BALATON, MINNESOTA
HOURS: Mon thru Thurs, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For Appointments Call (507) 734-2251

Michael R. Thomas D.D.S. & Associates

New Location
Patient Friendly Hours ~ Evenings & Friday Appointments
1511 Carlson Street, Marshall, MN

Integrity.

“I’m Ron Vandendriessche
‘The Tall Belgian’
your EcoWater Man.
I am smiling. I am courteous.
I know all about the
only ‘Eco’ you can
put in your home.
Call me to rent or buy!”

Nathan
Stephens
Owner/Director

Krysta
Schroeder
Director

“Stephens Funeral Service has developed a legacy of service throughout
Southwest Minnesota that maintains our promise to provide caring guidance
to people at the worst possible times in their lives. Integrity is not something
you just have. It is earned through years of doing what you say you’re going
to do and by providing unquestionable value without compromise.
That is our continuing promise to you…You have my word on it!”

Tracy Area Funeral Home
1155 Morgan Street, Box 1152, Tracy, MN 56175

507-532-3353

(507) 629-4680

www.smiledesignersmn.com

M-Tues 8 a.m.-5 p.m. • Wed 8 a.m.-7 p.m. • Fri 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Horvath Funeral Service
444 Craig Ave, Tracy, MN 56175
629-4510, www.horvathfuneralservice.com
Quinn M. Horvath, Owner/Funeral Director

It’s That Good.

®

801 West Main • Marshall, MN

532-6547 or (800) 742-6609

Stephens
Funeral
Service

www.tracyareafuneralhome.com

“Our family serving your family”

