
12 TRACY AREA HEADLIGHT HERALDWEDNESDAY, JULY 14, 2021

Public NoticeProfessional
– Directory –

Dana F. Cole & CoMPanY, llP
Certified Public accountants

GREG SHAW, CPA; EDWARD CARTER, ENROLLED AGENT

158 Third Street•Tracy, MN 56175•507-629-3909

BALATON DENTAL CLINIC
Dr. Richard Brown•General Dentistry•Comprehensive Dental Care for All Ages

123 THIRD STREET, BALATON, MINNESOTA
HOURS: Mon thru Thurs, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For Appointments Call (507) 734-2251

Thinking Auction?
Whether Real Estate, Farm or Household… 

Let 35 years of Auction Experience work for you!

Dave Bosacker, owner
Tracy, MN

(507) 829-5280
www.tracyauctioncenter.com

   Michael R. Thomas D.D.S. & Associates
 New Location

Patient Friendly Hours ~ Evenings & Friday Appointments
 1511 Carlson Street, Marshall, MN

507-532-3353
www.smiledesignersmn.com

 M-Tues 8 a.m.-5 p.m. • Wed 8 a.m.-7 p.m. • Fri  8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

PLACE YOUR AD!
Call Tara at 507-629-4300.

REASONABLE RATES!

Horvath Funeral Service
444 Craig Ave, Tracy, MN 56175

629-4510, www.horvathfuneralservice.com

Quinn M. Horvath, Owner/Funeral Director

Smile
  Designers

Tracy Area 
Funeral Home

1155 Morgan St. • Tracy, MN • 507-629-4680
Nathan & Valerie Stephens, owners

629-3331
250 5th Street E. 

Tracy, MN

CERTIFIED NURSES AIDES
•Full-Time and or Part-Time/Days & Evenings. 
•Benefits: Vacation, Sick, Health, Dental, Vision, etc
•Competitive wages.
Contact Brian Hinrichs, ED or Lindsay Anderson for more info.

Prairie View Senior Living is seeking

Apply online at https://accura.hcshiring.comjobs?location=56175

$3,000 
sign on 
bonus

(First Date of Pub.: Wed., July 14, 
2021)

(Dates of Pub.: Wed., July 14, 
2021)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

To Whom It May Concern:

Notice is given that the City 
Council will meet in the Council 
Chambers of the Municipal Building 
at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, July 26, 
2021 to consider an amendment 
to the ordinance regarding alcohol 
consumption on public property.  
Such persons who desire to 
be heard with reference to the 
proposed ordinance may do so at 
this hearing.  

Erik Hansen
City Administrator

(First Date of Pub.: Wed., July 14, 
2021)

(Dates of Pub.: Wed., July 14, 
2021)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

To Whom It May Concern:

Notice is given that the City 
Council will meet in the Council 
Chambers of the Municipal Building 
at 6:45 p.m. on Monday, July 26, 
2021 to consider an amendment 
to the ordinance on how to move 
forward with how lead pipes will 
be replaced within the City of 
Tracy.  Such persons who desire 
to be heard with reference to the 
proposed ordinance may do so at 
this hearing.  

Erik Hansen
City Administrator

(First Date of Pub.: Wed., July 14, 
2021)

(Dates of Pub.: Wed., July 14, 
2021)

LYON COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS

Tuesday, June 15, 2021

A Summary of the Proceedings 
of the Lyon County Board

6:30 p.m. pursuant to notice the 
Lyon County Commissioners met 
with the following members present: 
Commissioners Anderson, Crowley, 
Graupmann, Sanow and Ritter. 
Also present: Assessor Buysse and 
Auditor/Treasurer Moberg. 

MSP to approve the changes 
recommended for the City of 
Marshall and the County.

The meeting adjourned at 7:26 
p.m.

A copy of these proceedings 
are available in the County 
Administrator Office of Lyon County 
and also available at www.lyonco.
org. 

(First Date of Pub.: Wed., July 14, 2021)
(Dates of Pub.: Wed., July 14, 2021)

LYON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Tuesday, June 15, 2021

A Summary of the Proceedings of the Lyon County Board
9:00 a.m. pursuant to notice the Lyon County Commissioners met 

with the following members present: Commissioners Anderson, Crowley, 
Graupmann, Sanow and Ritter. Also present: Administrator Stomberg and 
County Attorney Maes. 

MSP to approve the agenda.
MSP to approve the consent agenda.
MSP to adopt the resolution recommending the appointment of Joseph 

Weber, Rod Spronk and Jerry Lonneman to another 4 year term on the 
Lincoln Pipestone Rural Water Board.

MSP to approve the Waste Water Treatment Facility Leachate agreement 
with the City of Marshall for the next 5 years through August 31, 2026.

MSP to approve hiring Progressive Environmental Services from 
Portsmouth, VA to perform leachate collection system cleaning for a total 
of $45,000. Have Environmental Administrator Schroeder reach out to other 
landfills in the area to coordinate cleaning for a better rate.

MSP to approve the Conditional Use Permit for East River Electric to 
install a power line route along the north side of County Road 8, section 
7 & 8 of Nordland Township. Motion carried with Commissioners Crowley, 
Anderson and Sanow voting in favor.  Commissioners Graupmann and 
Ritter voted against.

MSP to approve the low bids to replace carpet, ceiling tile and lighting 
in the LEC. Motion carried with Commissioners Crowley, Graupmann, 
Anderson and Ritter voting in favor.  Commissioner Sanow voted against.

MSP to authorize Engineer to release specs and solicit bids for the jail 
security project.

MSP to adjourn at 11:32 a.m.

A copy of these proceedings are available in the County Administrator 
Office of Lyon County and also available at www.lyonco.org. 

To swivel or 
not swivel, 
that is the question.

2207 7th St. NW Rochester, MN
507.282.7682

familyfuncenter.com

Largest in-stock selection of 
counter and bar stools in SE MN To swivel or 

not swivel, 
that is the question.

2207 7th St. NW Rochester, MN
507.282.7682

familyfuncenter.com

Largest in-stock selection of 
counter and bar stools in SE MN

TWENTY-FIVE PEOPLE attended this past Saturday’s Golden Age 
potluck at the Eagles Club. The menu included spare ribs, meatballs and 
hamburgers. Photo courtesy Seth Schmidt

Golden age

We have been exploring 
the history of Camden 
State Park, our southwest 

Minnesota wilderness. We learned that 
Norwegian immigrant, Andrew Dale, 
bought a farm in the “Camden Woods” 
upriver of Lynd in 1911 because the 
valley reminded him of Norway and he 
thought it would be great for livestock.  

Andrew and his spouse, Caroline, 
farmed through the 1910s, helped by 
their six children. But the dream of 
farming and raising a family in their 
wooded valley came to a tragic end 
on July 16, 1921 in a collision with a 
passenger train west of Marshall. The 
accident killed Andrew and Caroline 
and left their eldest son, Helmer, and 
youngest daughter, Esther, hospitalized. 
The accident upended the Dale family in 
an instant.

The Dale children immediately 
confronted big decisions. They arranged 
a funeral for their parents in Marshall the 
following Tuesday. Lyon County Probate 
records show Helmer petitioned the 
same week to appoint his grandfather 
and the Dale’s friend, Frederick W. 
Vanstrom, Lynd’s banker, as executors 
of his parents’ estate. The family also 
agreed 5 year-old Clifford should live 
with his uncle, Christ Dale, in Stevens 
County, Minnesota.

 The accident and Helmer and Esther’s 
hospitalization left the Dale’s eldest 
daughter, Nora, age 16 years, in charge 
of the Dale home, farm, and her younger 
brothers; 14 year-old Alfred and 12 year-
old Victor.  

A family history published in 1986 
by Barbara Swedenburg described the 
challenges Nora faced. Caroline Dale’s 
parents (Norwegian immigrants, Nels 
and Britta Lee) had moved to a nearby 
farm in April 1921 which the Dale’s 
called the “upper farm.” So their nearby 
grandparents were able to help. But the 
Lee’s were in their 70’s and Nels was 
suffering from a cancer that took him 
in February of 1922. Moreover, Helmer 
had helped the Lee’s operate the “upper 
farm,” so his hospitalization meant Nora, 
Alfred, and Victor had to operate both 
farms during Helmer’s months-long 
recovery. 

The responsibility of running two 
farms made attending school a luxury 
the Dale kids could not afford. With Nora 
taking the lead, they tended their homes 
and farms, attending school only during 
the winter months when farm work 
demanded less of their time.

After Nels died, Britta built an addition 
to the Dale farmhouse and made her 
home with her grandchildren. She died 
there in September 1926.

Helmer returned home after several 
months’ hospital recovery and became 
the primary operator for both farms. 

Clifford stayed with Uncle Christ about 
a year and was then placed in several 
homes for possible adoption. But he 
could not adjust to living away from his 
siblings. Nora Dale’s daughter, Marian 
Pagel, reported that Clifford repeatedly 
ran away, the last time almost drowning 
in the Redwood River at age six, trying 
to return to the Dale farm.  So, the court 
let him stay with Nora and his brothers. 
Esther returned from the hospital almost 
two years after the accident, reuniting 
the family.

The children were growing older, 
though, and other paths beckoned.  
Helmer married Ella Nordstrom in 1924 
and they made their home at the “upper 
farm.” Nora married Henry Schroeder in 
1928 and they moved to a farm west of 
Marshall. Alfred and Victor continued to 
help Helmer operate both Dale farms.

Peggy Vanstrom Cobb, daughter of 
the Lynd banker who was a friend of 
the Dale’s and executor of their estate, 
described her father’s efforts to promote 
a park in the wooded valley of the Dale 
farm.

“My dad recognized this as an area 
that should be shared with a lot of 
people. Dad contacted state officials in 
St. Paul; brought some to this area; and 
conducted a tour through what is now 
Camden State Park. This was in the 
1920’s.”

Nothing came of this early effort to 
interest the state in a park in the Camden 
Woods, but Mr. Vanstrom was only one 
member of a citizen’s group interested in 
establishing such a park. 

Drought conditions in the early 1930’s 
combined with a national depression to 
create a farm crisis.  Federal records from 
that time reveal Lyon County averaged 
18% less rainfall; experienced only 69% 
of usual crop conditions; and produced 

only 60% of usual pasturage during the 
1930-35 growing seasons. Lyon County 
was a designated drought county during 
1934 and that brutal growing season 
produced less than a third of a normal 
crop.

A 1936 National Park Service report 
on Camden State Park by the project’s 
landscape architect explained the 
difficulties the Dale’s confronted 
operating the valley farm during the 
drought years.

“[T]rees were damaged within grazing 
height as the drought period which had 
preceded the park development had 
made all the natural pasturage dormant 
and the only green feed for stock were 
the green branches and leaves of the 
trees.  Formerly green pastures in the 
valleys and on the slopes were simply 
dead, brown sheets of dry and dusty 
landscape.”

The report also explained the local 
and state actions that led to the park. 
First, the local committee had generated 
considerable interest in a park. State 
officials asked the National Park 
Service to assess the site and their team 
recommended the area for a park. 
The local committee and State then 
negotiated a sale with the Dale family of 
469.96 acres of the “lower farm” to the 
state for $11,407.

Nora’s daughter, Marian Pagel, 
explained, “They just couldn’t make it, so 
they sold it to the state.”

Thus, Andrew Dale’s dream of a 
livestock operation in a beautiful, 
wooded valley that reminded him of 
Norway became the beginnings of a 
Minnesota state park. 

I welcome your participation in and ideas 
about our exploration of prairie lives. You may 
reach me at prairieviewpressllc@gmail.com. 

Camden Love Letters: Converting an immigrant dream
BY BILL PALMER
Prairie Lives

THE DALE SIBLINGS as adults circa the 1950s. Back, from left: Esther, Helmer, and Nora. Front, 
from left: Clifford, Victor and Alfred. Photo courtesy Roger and JoAnne Dale. 

Medicare can be complicated.
A Farm Bureau agent makes it easy.

Call me to find a Medicare supplement 
plan that’s right for you.

Heidi Hansen
100 US Highway 14, Walnut
Grove, MN
507.859.4408
heidihansen.fbfsagents.com

Health insurance policies are underwritten by health insurance carriers not directly affiliated with our companies.
W5018029 9/20

One of Life’s Greatest Bargains
Your Community Newspaper

Mailed to your home.
HEADLIGHTHERALD

Tracy area

Call (507) 629-4300 to subscribe
www.headlightherald.com • office@headlightherald.com • 207 4th St., Tracy, MN 56175

Just over

$ 100

per week*
*2-Year 4-County 
area Subscription

(First Date of Pub.: Wed., July 14, 
2021)

(Dates of Pub.: Wed., July 14, 
2021)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

To Whom It May Concern:

Notice is given that the City Council 
will meet in the Council Chambers 
of the Municipal Building at 7:15 
p.m. on Monday, July 26, 2021 to 
consider an amendment to the ordi-
nance regarding the removal of the 
Cable Commission.  Such persons 
who desire to be heard with refer-
ence to the proposed ordinance 
may do so at this hearing.  

Erik Hansen
City Administrator


