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Public Notice

Professional
– Directory –

Dana F. Cole & CoMPanY, llP
Certified Public accountants

GREG SHAW, CPA; EDWARD CARTER, ENROLLED AGENT

158 Third Street•Tracy, MN 56175•507-629-3909

BALATON DENTAL CLINIC
Dr. Richard Brown•General Dentistry•Comprehensive Dental Care for All Ages

123 THIRD STREET, BALATON, MINNESOTA
HOURS: Mon thru Thurs, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For Appointments Call (507) 734-2251

Thinking Auction?
Whether Real Estate, Farm or Household… 

Let 35 years of Auction Experience work for you!

Dave Bosacker, owner
Tracy, MN

(507) 829-5280
www.tracyauctioncenter.com

   Michael R. Thomas D.D.S. & Associates
 New Location

Patient Friendly Hours ~ Evenings & Friday Appointments
 1511 Carlson Street, Marshall, MN

507-532-3353
www.smiledesignersmn.com

 M-Tues 8 a.m.-5 p.m. • Wed 8 a.m.-7 p.m. • Fri  8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

PLACE YOUR AD!
Call Tara at 507-629-4300.

REASONABLE RATES!

Horvath Funeral Service
444 Craig Ave, Tracy, MN 56175

629-4510, www.horvathfuneralservice.com

Quinn M. Horvath, Owner/Funeral Director

Smile
  Designers

Tracy Area 
Funeral Home

1155 Morgan St. • Tracy, MN • 507-629-4680
Nathan & Valerie Stephens, owners

(First Date of Pub.: Wed., Sept. 29, 2021)
(Dates of Pub.: Wed., Sept. 29, Oct. 6, 13, 2021)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that Lyon County Commissioners, acting as the 
drainage authority for the applicable drainage system, will hold public 
hearings regarding ditch assessments to be payable in 2022 on Tuesday, 
October 19, 2021, at 1:00 p.m. for County Ditches and at 1:45 p.m. for 
Judicial/Joint Ditches at the Commissioner Room on the second floor of 
the Lyon County Government Center, 607 West Main Street, Marshall, MN 
56258.

The purpose of these hearings is to review balances and determine ditch 
assessments for payable year 2022.  Members/landowners of each ditch 
system and the general public who are interested or have concerns are 
encouraged to attend.

It has been determined that the following described ditches in the County 
of Lyon, State of Minnesota, have deficit balances or insufficient funds for 
proper maintenance, repair and other costs:

The Lyon County Board of Commissioners therefore deems it necessary 
to assess a percentage of the benefits or assess a specific dollar amount 
on all lands benefited by said ditches for the purpose of creating a sufficient 
balance in said ditch accounts for past and future maintenance, repair and 
other costs of the aforementioned ditches.

 
Please contact acting Lyon County Ditch Inspector John Biren at 507-

532-8207, ext 3, if you have any questions or desire additional information.
   
E.J. Moberg
Lyon County Auditor/Treasurer 

(First Date of Pub.: Wed., Sept. 29, 2021)
(Dates of Pub.: Wed., Sept. 29, Oct. 6, Oct. 13, 2021)

NOTICE OF HEARING

PETITION OF STATE OF MINNESOTA, BY MARGARET ANDERSON 
KELIHER, ITS COMMISSIONER OF TRANSPORTATION, FOR THE RIGHT 
TO MAKE MINOR ALTERATIONS OR CHANGES IN COUNTY DITCHES 
NO. 37, NO. 37 LATERAL A, NO. 63 AND NO. 32, IN LYON COUNTY

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN COUNTY DITCHES NO. 37, NO. 
37 LATERAL A, NO. 63 AND NO. 32 IN LYON COUNTY:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the State of Minnesota, by Margaret 
Anderson Keliher, its Commissioner of Transportation, has filed a Petition 
with the County Ditch authority of Lyon County, pursuant to Minnesota Stat. 
§ 161.28, requesting that MNDOT be allowed to make minor alterations or 
changes in County Ditches No. 37, No. 37 Lateral A, No. 63, and No. 32. 
That attached to said Petition now on file with the Auditor/Treasurer is a 
plan description of the minor alterations or changes petitioned for. That the 
portion of said County Ditches No. 37, No. 37 Lateral A, No. 63, and No. 32 
which is proposed to be changed or altered is shown by maps and plans 
attached to said Petition.

That said petition alleges that it is advantageous and desirable in the 
construction and maintenance of Trunk Highway 68 that said minor 
alterations or changes be made, and that said minor alterations or changes 
petitioned for will not affect the functioning nor impair the efficiency of said 
County Ditches No. 37, No. 37 Lateral A, No. 63, and No. 32.

YOU WILL FURTHER TAKE NOTICE that said Petition will be presented 
to the County Ditch authority in the Commissioner Room at the Lyon County 
Government Center in the City of Marshall, Minnesota, on the 19th day of 
October, 2021, at 10:15 a.m. at which time all persons interested in said 
ditch systems may appear and be heard and present arguments for or 
against the granting of said Petition.

If you need further information regarding this hearing, please contact 
acting Lyon County Ditch Inspector John Biren at 507-532-8207, option 3.

E.J. Moberg
Lyon County Auditor/Treasurer 

Find the right senior living 
option for your mom or dad 
with our personalized process
Our service is free, as we’re paid by our 
participating communities and providers.

1-888-715-1720

Call 1-833-406-1748

Put on your TV•Ears®
...�and hear TV with unmatched clarity

Call 1-833-406-1748

Ears

Voice Clarifying TV Headset

TV•Ears Original™

$129.95
NEW SPECIAL OFFER

NOW $5995

Use promo code MB59
30-day risk free trial

+s&h

M-F 6�am�—�6�pm PST

Adjustable Foam Tips
Headset weighs only 2 oz.

Rechargeable Battery
WIRELESS

FROM
$2,249*

$1,999*

TM

1-877-375-2291
promo code N7017

* Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $199 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. 
Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 12/31/21. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel 
Consultant for details.

Chicago • St. Louis • Branson • Oklahoma City • 
Amarillo • Albuquerque • Flagstaff • Las Vegas • 
Los Angeles • Santa Monica — Miles of open road, 
quirky attractions, and windswept desert vistas—if you 
love the quintessential Americana of Route 66, this is 
the tour for you. Get your kicks traveling the length of 
the Mother Road.

14 days, departs April - October 2022

HISTORIC ROUTE 66

We have begun learning about Dorothy 
(Bossuyt) Swedzinski’s family, a farm girl from 
rural Milroy whose parents emigrated from 

Belgium as youngsters in the early 1900s. Her mother, Irma 
(Cooreman) Bossuyt, grew up near the Belgian community of 
Aalter with her mother, Elodie, and siblings Mary, Selma, and 
Cyriel. Her father, Camiel, was living and working in the U.S. 
to save money and bring them over.

Irma (Cooreman) Bossuyt left a handwritten account of 
those years in Belgium. The outbreak of World War I in 1914 
and occupation of Belgium by the German Army disrupted her 
father’s plan to return for the family and ushered in years of 
hardship for her family. Her father, Camiel, was unable to assist 
them as they could not leave Belgium and he could not travel 
to Belgium. The letters Camiel sent during the war did not even 
get delivered until after war’s end. Irma, her mother, Elodie, 
and her siblings were very much on their own.

Irma described some of the changes brought on by the 
German occupation.

“We all had to have passports from ten years on and we could 
not leave our towns. We had school in a castle in the woods for 
a while as the people that owned the property left for England 
before the Germans came. Later the German soldiers (who had 
taken over the original schoolhouse) all got rooms in people’s 
homes. Our landlady had her upstairs full of soldiers and an 
officer in her best bedroom.”

Irma wrote how the occupying German Army also 
requisitioned much of what the Belgians produced and even 
some of the goods they owned.

“[T]hey (farmers) were not allowed to butcher their own pigs 
or even rabbits. They could only keep a certain percent of the rye, 
wheat, and potatoes they raised. One time everyone was ordered 
to take in all their woolens. My mother had a wool mattress, so 
her and a neighbor buried it underground. It rotted. Another 
time [German soldiers] came to search for copper. We had a 
copper hanging lamp. I was home alone. The soldier that came 
in didn’t search much. He did go upstairs where it was hanging, 
but he didn’t even look up. He came right down again.”  

Irma wrote about how the German wartime occupation led 
to other hardships.

“Food really became scarce as none came into the country. 
We were real hungry in 1916. [It was] a really hard winter with 
no fuel, or very little. We were so cold, we all slept together in 
mother’s bed. For light in the evening we had a little dish with 
oil and a little wick in there that gave a light smaller than a 
candle.”

She wrote about food assistance from abroad.
“[F]ood started coming in from America. A committee was 

formed and the food that was coming in from America was 
rationed. (Families had a designated day to pick up their food 
ration.) At school we got soup or a bun and cup of cocoa at 
noon.”

Irma wrote how Elodie Cooreman and her children had 
to pitch in to pull the family through the terrible, four-year 
occupation.

“Instead of going to school in 1917 and 1918, I stayed with our 
landlady to babysit. Then later I herded the 4 cows and helped 
around the house and barn. I liked it there. We had enough to 
eat there. My mother worked there in the summer. I helped 
work in the field the last summer we were there: crawling 
on our knees to weed the rye field; cleaning the potato field; 
helping shock the rye; and pulling the flax out by the roots and 
putting it in piles. I also ran a lot of [errands] for the neighbors 
and went to the creamery with 2 farmers’ milk with a dog cart 
to get it separated. [S]ome of the skim milk was brought back. 
Cy (her brother) herded cows too for another farmer and drove 
that same dog cart that I did, although he was only 9 years old.”

But the war weighed heavily on Irma. She wrote, “So the 
war went on. It seemed like it was never going to end. In the 
summer we went to a little chapel at noon and prayed the 
rosary for peace.”

Then they began seeing changes.
“In the summer of 1918 the war was coming to an end. We 

saw fires to the west where they were fighting and heard the 
rumble of the cannons and artillery. Now and then we saw a 
plane fight – 2 little planes shooting at each other. We ran to our 
house when that happened.”

She described the end of the German occupation in detail.
“We were all in a neighbors’ basement at night the last time 

we saw German soldiers. 2 came and talked to us and said in the 
morning you will have English soldiers here. We couldn’t believe 
it, but it was true. Only they were French soldiers. The neighbor 
farmer’s barn was full of horses. They fed them such good food. It 
was sweet. We helped ourselves to the feed as they had big sacks 
standing around and we were so hungry. It was something like 
the dogfood they have nowadays, except it was moist and good.”

The Germans had left Irma’s community, but the war was not 
yet over, nor had they joined her father in the U.S.

I welcome your participation in and ideas about our exploration 
of prairie lives. You may reach me at prairieviewpressllc@gmail.com.

DOROTHY SWEDZINSKI’S grandmother, Elodie Cooreman, and her 
children in Belgium in 1917 toward the end of the German occupation. Dorothy’s 
mother, Irma, is at the far right. Irma’s siblings were Mary and Cyriel to the left of 
her mother and Selma next to Irma. Photo courtesy Dorothy Bossuyt Swedzinski

Farm girl Dorothy (Bossuyt) 
Swedzinski: Life during the 
German occupation of Belgium
BY BILL PALMER
Prairie Lives


