
We have been learning about rural Milroy’s Dorothy (Bossuyt) 
Swedzinski, whose mother, Irma (Cooreman) Bossuyt, grew 
up in Belgium before and during World War I. After the war 
fourteen-year-old Irma and her family joined her father, Camiel, 
in the U.S. where they settled on a farm northeast of Tracy, 
Minnesota. 

Irma met and married Alphonse Bossuyt, another Belgian 
immigrant who lived near Minneota. They married in January 
1930; moved onto a farm near Taunton; and welcomed baby 
Dorothy to the family that November.

 The Bossuyt’s moved to another farm northeast of Milroy in 
1937. That is the childhood farm of her memory. 

Dorothy described her dad’s roles on the farm.
“I don’t know if he did anything much in the house, but the 

[outside] chores and the farming. He went out during threshing 
time on the threshing crew.”

She explained that her mom managed the household work; 
served as family disciplinarian; and assigned the kids’ chores. 
Her mom had major food management responsibilities, which 
included managing a large garden; canning the garden’s 
produce; cleaning chickens; and canning the chicken meat.

Dorothy’s earliest chores helped her mom.
“When I got old enough, I fed chickens and gathered the eggs.  

Carrying water and everything through the snow - that was 
kind of hard.”

Alphonse and Irma Bossuyt raised hogs, chickens, and 
beef cattle; managed a small dairy herd; and kept Belgian 
workhorses to help with the field work. They raised corn and 
oats for livestock feed and for market. The oat straw provided 
livestock bedding. As Dorothy grew older, her chores expanded.

“I helped milk cows. I probably only milked one in the 
morning and one in the evening besides doing chicken chores.  
But when Dad was gone on the threshing crew, then I milked 
more.”

Dorothy explained the local creamery’s importance to her 
family, providing services beyond paying for the cream her dad 
separated from their cows’ milk. 

“There was a creamery in Milroy that butchered animals, so 
they’d always have a steer that was butchered in Milroy and we 
had a locker in the creamery. When the man came out to pick 
up our cream, my folks asked him to bring a piece of meat for 
us at the same time. On Sundays when we went to church, Dad 
would go in the creamery and get a package of meat.”    

She smiled while describing the before-school chores she 
managed.

“The funniest part of it is you’d come in the house – you know 
we don’t have running water to take a shower or anything – 
you’d just wash your face and hands and go to school.  Nobody 
ever said that I smelled.” (Dorothy chuckled) 

Dorothy and her younger brother, Donnie, attended school at 
Redwood County District 68. She described its location.

“From our farm, you went ¼ mile east, one mile north, and 
about ¾   of a mile east again. I did a lot of walking. Then we got 
bicycles. If it was really bad weather, Dad took us.”

Dorothy well-remembered the school.
“There was an entry where we hung our coats; left our dinner 

pails; and where we washed our hands. And there was a wood-
working table the boys used. That’s where we set our dinner 
pails. There was a little sink and we had to get water from the 
pump outside. Inside, it was a kind of long, narrow school. I 
think there was three rows of desks. Back in the corner here was 

one of those great, big [pot-bellied] stoves. There was a shed 
outside, not far away, where the cobs, the coal, and the wood 
was kept and there was also a barn. I suppose years before, kids 
had been riding horses to school. And, of course, two outside 
outhouses.” (Dorothy laughed)

Dorothy attended 1st through 8th grade at District 68 where 
the enrollment was seldom more than a dozen students. 
She remembered each of the five teachers who served over 
that period; Miss Pankey, Mrs. Cupavitch (three years), Miss 
Belfinney, Miss Wagoner, and Miss Vick. The unmarried teachers 
lived with the Liebschwager family, just down the road from 
Dorothy’s farm.

The teachers organized the school day similarly.
“She started with the 8th graders’ reading and then there’d be 

history, and geography, and arithmetic. She must have done that 
so the older students could work on their assignments after she 
started with the younger ones.”

Recess was a big deal. The kids mostly played group games.
“I remember playing Pump-Pump Pullaway; Anti-I-Over 

over that woodshed and over the entryway to the school. We 
played Anti-I-Over that and then you had to run ‘way around 
the school.” (Dorothy laughed) 

The highlights of the school year were the Christmas program 
and the spring picnic.

“We all had parts in the program; different plays; singing 
Christmas songs. Always Santa Claus would come and give 
us a package of peanuts and mixed Christmas candy. We had 
a picnic in the spring, so the whole family came to the picnic. 
Everybody brought something. When we had our spring picnic 
with the parents, us kids had to play [kittenball] against Dads. I 
put one Dad out because I caught the ball. It had landed on the 
roof of the school and I was able to catch it ‘cause it came down 
kind of slow.” (Dorothy laughed again)

Dorothy completed her 8th grade year and graduated to taking 
a bus to Milroy for high school – a scary proposition to her at 
the time.

I welcome your participation in and ideas about our exploration of 
prairie lives. You may reach me at prairieviewpressllc@gmail.com.  
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Public Notice

Professional
– Directory –

Dana F. Cole & CoMPanY, llP
Certified Public accountants

GREG SHAW, CPA; EDWARD CARTER, ENROLLED AGENT

158 Third Street•Tracy, MN 56175•507-629-3909

BALATON DENTAL CLINIC
Dr. Richard Brown•General Dentistry•Comprehensive Dental Care for All Ages

123 THIRD STREET, BALATON, MINNESOTA
HOURS: Mon thru Thurs, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For Appointments Call (507) 734-2251

Thinking Auction?
Whether Real Estate, Farm or Household… 

Let 35 years of Auction Experience work for you!

Dave Bosacker, owner
Tracy, MN

(507) 829-5280
www.tracyauctioncenter.com

   Michael R. Thomas D.D.S. & Associates
 New Location

Patient Friendly Hours ~ Evenings & Friday Appointments
 1511 Carlson Street, Marshall, MN

507-532-3353
www.smiledesignersmn.com

 M-Tues 8 a.m.-5 p.m. • Wed 8 a.m.-7 p.m. • Fri  8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

PLACE YOUR AD!
Call Tara at 507-629-4300.

REASONABLE RATES!

Horvath Funeral Service
444 Craig Ave, Tracy, MN 56175

629-4510, www.horvathfuneralservice.com

Quinn M. Horvath, Owner/Funeral Director

Smile
  Designers

Tracy Area 
Funeral Home

1155 Morgan St. • Tracy, MN • 507-629-4680
Nathan & Valerie Stephens, owners

“Locally Owned and Operated”

Commercial • Rural • Residential • Recycling
Roll-Offs • Residential Carts • Portable Toilets

SCOTT & Dan RiTTeR • MaRShall, Mn

877-SWTRASH • (507) 532-4500
In the busIness sInce 1967!

(First Date of Pub.: Wed., Oct. 20, 2021)
(Dates of Pub.: Wed., Oct. 20, 27, 2021)

DOCUMENT 00 1113
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received for:
PROJECT: LYON COUNTY JAIL SECURITY UPGRADES
 611 W Main St.  
 Marshall, MN 56258

PROJECT NO: 21-017

BIDS DUE AT: Lyon County Administrator’s Office
 Attn: Loren Stomberg
 607 W. Main St. 
 Marshall, MN 56258
 lorenstomberg@co.lyon.mn.us
    
BID DUE DATE
AND TIME: November 19, 2021; 3:00 PM Local Time   
 (Central Standard)

OWNER: Lyon County 
 607 W. Main St. 
 Marshall, MN 56258
 
ENGINEER: edi-dolejs consulting engineers
 1112 North 5th Street
 Minneapolis, MN  55411
 612-343-5965
 Contacts: Jay Hruby, PE     
 Electrical Engineer-of-Record 
    

Bid Description:
The Owner intends to award a Stipulated Sum Single Prime Contract 

from the bids received for this Project.  Immediately after specified closing 
time, Bids will be opened, read aloud and tabled for review and subsequent 
action.  All interested parties are invited to attend.  Bid opening to take place 
in the County Boardroom.

Project Description:
1. Update security electronics throughout jail facility. 
2. System updates include but not limited to security cameras and jail 

security electronics.
3. Install new PLC based door control security electronics that is controlled 

via touch-screen.
Project Completion Time:
The Work is to commence upon execution of the Contract and is to be 

Substantially Complete by May 1, 2022.

Bidding Document Inspection:
Bidding documents will be sent electronically when requested.  Contact 

Pheng “Cliff” Chang at EDI-Dolejs consulting engineers: email: pchang@
edi-dolejs.com or Phone: 612-343-5965 for plans and specifications. 

 
Bidding Document Procurement:
As an option, the bidder may obtain one complete set of documents 

electronically for no charge by contacting the office of the Engineer.

Site Visitation:  
A non-mandatory pre-bid tour of the site and conference for all interested 

Contractors and Subcontractors will be held at 11:00 AM local time on 
November 11, 2021 at the Lyon County Jail lobby.  Interested parties are 
recommended to attend.   

Governing Laws and Regulations:
Contracts for work under this bid will obligate the Contractor and 

Subcontractors to maintain policies of employment under provisions of 
applicable Federal and State laws against discrimination, including, but not 
limited to, Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Minnesota Statute 363.

Bid Submittal:
All bids must be prepared on the form provided by the Engineer and 

submitted in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders (Section 00 2113).  
Bids are to be in a sealed opaque envelope clearly marked on the outside 
identifying the owner, bidder, and project name.

Bid Security:
All bids shall be accompanied by a cash deposit, cashier’s check, bid 

bond, or certified check payable to the order of the Lyon County Treasurer 
for not less than 5% of the bid amount.  

The successful bidder will be required to furnish a 100% performance 
bond and 100% payment bond guaranteeing faithful performance and 
payment of all bills and obligations arising from the performance of the 
contract.

Owner’s Right:
The County of Lyon reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject 

any or all bids. No Bid may be withdrawn within a period of thirty (30) days 
after the date fixed for opening bids.

END OF SECTION 00 1113

(First Date of Pub.: Wed., Oct. 27, 
2021)

(Dates of Pub.: Wed. Oct. 27, 2021)

LYON COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS

Tuesday, October 5, 2021

A Summary of the Proceedings 
of the Lyon County Board

9:00 a.m. pursuant to notice the 
Lyon County Commissioners met 
with the following members present: 
Commissioners Anderson, Crowley, 
Sanow, Graupmann and Ritter. Also 
present: Administrator Stomberg 
and County Attorney Maes. 

MSP to approve the agenda.
MSP to approve the consent 

agenda.
MSP to approve the joint powers 

agreement with Yellow Medicine 

County for solid waste administrative 
services as presented.

MSP to spend up to $30,000 of 
Riparian Aid for the Area II basin 
project next to the Tracy Golf 
Course.

MSP to allow the Environmental 
Department to seek proposals to 
lease building space for compacting 
of recyclables.

MSP to approve the quote 
from North Star Scale for a total 
of $156,766 plus shipping for the 
purchase of a new Landfill scale 
with a concrete deck.

MSP to approve the Ancillary 
Insurances for 2022 and approve 
the telemedicine contract for 2022.

MSP to adjourn at 10:30 a.m.

A copy of these proceedings are 
available in the County Administrator 
Office of Lyon County and also 
available at www.lyonco.org. 

(First Date of Pub.: Wed., Oct. 27, 
2021)

(Dates of Pub.: Wed. Oct. 27, Nov. 
3, 2021)

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF LYON

FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT 

PROBATE DIVISION

Court File No. 42-PR-21-1027
In Re: Estate of Eugene B Hook, 

Decedent

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
PROBATE OF WILL AND 
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE 
TO CREDITORS

Notice is given that an application 
for informal probate of the 
Decedent’s Will, dated October 19, 
2011, (“Will”), has been filed with the 
Registrar.  The application has been 
granted. 

Notice is also given that the 
Registrar has informally appointed 
Thomas Hook, whose address is 
11333 - 180th St, Tracy, Minnesota, 
56175 as personal representative of 
the Estate of the Decedent. Any heir, 
devisee or other interested person 
may be entitled to appointment as 
personal representative or may 
object to the appointment of the 
personal representative. Unless 
objections are filed with the Court 
(pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 
section 524.3-607) and the Court 
otherwise orders, the personal 
representative has full power to 

administer the Estate, including, 
after 30 days from the date of 
issuance of letters, the power to 
sell, encumber, lease or distribute 
real estate. 

Any objections to the probate 
of the Will or appointment of the 
Personal Representatives must 
be filed with this Court and will be 
heard by the Court after the filing of 
an appropriate petition and proper 
notice of hearing. 

Notice is also given that (subject 
to Minnesota Statutes section 
524.3-801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are 
required to present the claims to 
the personal representative or to 
the Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this Notice 
or the claims will be barred.

Dated: October 22, 2021

Tricia B Zimmer
Registrar

Aimee Primus 
by Maureen Szerlip, 
Deputy Court Administrator

Attorney for Personal 
Representatives

Jennifer L.J. Gilk
Gilk Legacy Law PLLC
513 Bridge St.
PO Box 126
Redwood Falls, MN 56283
Attorney License No: 238363
Telephone: (507)627-4525
FAX: (507)627-4528
Email: office@gilklegacylaw.com

Farm Girl – Dorothy Swedzinski: On the farm & at school
BY BILL PALMER  
special to the headlight herald

DOROTHY WITH HER CLASSMATES and teacher at District #68 in 1938 
— Dorothy is second from right in the front. 

Photo courtesy Dorothy Bossuyt Swedzinski. 

Need Printer Supplies?
Printer paper • Toner • Fax Cartridges

Wide variety of ink: •Epson •HP •Canon
If we don’t have it, we can order it.* 

207 4th St. • Tracy, MN
(507) 629-4300

*Subject to availability.


