
This concludes the series about Bill 
Furan’s Army service in the Vietnam War. 

I interviewed Bill Furan in January 
2006 and mourned his passing in 2017. 
We’ve been learning about Bill’s Vietnam 
service to help us better understand the 
Vietnam War’s impact on our region.

Bill enlisted in the Army in 1967 
after receiving his draft notice. After 
completing Basic Training and Advanced 
Infantry Training the Army sent him 
to Airborne School and the Non-
Commissioned Officer (NCO) Course 
at Fort Benning, Georgia. He added 
the chevrons of a Sergeant E-5 to his 
uniform.

Bill arrived in Vietnam May 21, 1968.  
Four days later he began serving as an 
infantry squad leader in Alpha Company, 
2nd Battalion of the 503rd Infantry 
Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade. 

Bill’s company was in the field 
constantly, patrolling in the lowlands or 
the jungle-covered peaks of Vietnam’s 
Central Highlands (GI’s called this 
patrolling “humping the boonies”) or 
doing combat assaults from helicopters.

Leading his squad during patrols 
and combat assaults was Bill’s near-
daily responsibility. Days blended into 
endless, heavily-laden, heat-burdened, 
hiking through the countryside or jungle-
covered hills or helicopter flights into 
landing zones (LZs) for more heavily-
laden, heat-burdened, hiking. But one 
company patrol stood out in particular.

“We went out in the lowlands around 
Bong Son - we were kind of where the 
foothills of the mountains hit the rice 
paddies. Somebody must have told them 
where we were going because in three 
days we ran into twenty-seven booby 
traps. [We] had 119 men when we started 
out. At the end of the 3rd day we were 
going to set up in a laager site. We had 
about forty men of the original 119. The 
mortar squad wanted to set up. They 
moved a rock and got all blown to hell. 
After three days there were thirty-four of 
us walking. They took us out of the field, 
finally. It was a real hard time for those 
soldiers in my company.”

Bill’s charmed record of injury-free 

combat ended on 
January 5, 1969.

“We’d go out in the 
boonies and, especially 
the Central Highlands 
where it’s triple 
canopy forest and the 
grass grows real high, 
there aren’t any paths 
anywhere, so you’ve 
got to have a machete to 
chop the elephant grass. 
We started going up 
this ridge and I found a 
bunker. We kept going 
and it wasn’t another 
25 meters – it felt like a 
snake bit me in the leg. 
I looked down and it 
was a piece of bamboo 
– about a foot and ½ 
long and a quarter inch on the base and 
it went to a pin-point. They were buried 
at a slant in the grass. You couldn’t see 
them. Before I could reach down and pull 
mine out and tell my men to stop, three 
more guys in my squad walked into 
them. They came in with a medivac in 
about 15 minutes and took us off to field 
hospitals.”

The punji stake that impaled Bill’s leg 
was contaminated, so his surgeon had to 
clean the wound.

“They cut you - debride all this muscle 
because the punji stick had feces on it. 
They did it with Novocain in a tent, but 
the Novocain didn’t work. I was the first 
one and the other three watching me 
almost passed out. It took about three 
big boys to hold me down while that guy 
was operating on me.”

Bill spent two months at the hospital 
in Qui Nhon before returning to his 
company. He spent the remaining weeks 
of his Vietnam tour on limited duty 
because his injured leg swelled up any 
time he put on his combat boots.

Bill reflected on what was satisfying 
about his Vietnam service.

“I never got anybody under my 
command killed. That’s what I’m most 
proud of - for being a damn good 
infantry squad leader. I know that the 
guys with me felt more secure than those 
in different squads.”

But other aspects of his service 
troubled him.

“The hardest things 
to take were right after 
someone we knew got 
killed or wounded. 
Sure, you tried to blow 
it off like, ‘Oh, he got 
wasted. It doesn’t mean 
nothing.’ But, really, 
it meant something to 
us. We just didn’t have 
time to sit down and do 
what humans do under 
those situations; grieve 
and have some sort of 
release from the kind 
of pressure that combat 
puts on you.”

Bill returned in May 
1969 to a nation unsure 
what to do with him 
and other Vietnam 

veterans.
“Sometimes there is a little bit of 

resentment that I feel because I and the 
soldiers that served with me in Vietnam 
weren’t treated right – weren’t treated 
right at all. I came back here and was 
going to school. It was a pretty bad time 
in 1970 to tell somebody you were a 
Vietnam vet. The only recourse I had was 
there were a lot of Vietnam vets out at 
the college in Marshall – a lot of them in 
wheelchairs.”

Bill “teetered” for a long time between 
feeling pride in his Vietnam service 
and just keeping quiet. He met his 
future wife, Susan Riecke, and they 
married in 1974. He did not share much 
about his Vietnam service with Susan, 
though, concerned that she would not 
understand. She shared that he later 
suffered from the consequences of Agent 
Orange exposure.

Bill entrusted his Vietnam service 
story to me in January 2006 and I have 
been proud to share it. Welcome home, 
Sergeant William Furan. I hope you have 
found peace.

• The Lyon County Museum is 
organizing an exhibit about the impact 
of the Vietnam War on Lyon County. If 
you would like to help share Vietnam 
experiences or help with the exhibit, 
please contact me at prairieviewpressllc@
gmail.com or call Jennifer Andries at the 
museum at 537-6580.
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Public Notice

Professional
– Directory –

Dana F. Cole & CoMPanY, llP
Certified Public accountants

GREG SHAW, CPA; EDWARD CARTER, ENROLLED AGENT

158 Third Street•Tracy, MN 56175•507-629-3909

BALATON DENTAL CLINIC
Dr. Richard Brown•General Dentistry•Comprehensive Dental Care for All Ages

123 THIRD STREET, BALATON, MINNESOTA
HOURS: Mon thru Thurs, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For Appointments Call (507) 734-2251

Thinking Auction?
Whether Real Estate, Farm or Household… 

Let 35 years of Auction Experience work for you!

Dave Bosacker, owner
Tracy, MN

(507) 829-5280
www.tracyauctioncenter.com

   Michael R. Thomas D.D.S. & Associates
 New Location

Patient Friendly Hours ~ Evenings & Friday Appointments
 1511 Carlson Street, Marshall, MN

507-532-3353
www.smiledesignersmn.com

 M-Tues 8 a.m.-5 p.m. • Wed 8 a.m.-7 p.m. • Fri  8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

PLACE YOUR AD!
Call Tara at 507-629-4300.

REASONABLE RATES!

Horvath Funeral Service
444 Craig Ave, Tracy, MN 56175

629-4510, www.horvathfuneralservice.com

Quinn M. Horvath, Owner/Funeral Director

Smile
  Designers

Tracy Area 
Funeral Home

1155 Morgan St. • Tracy, MN • 507-629-4680
Nathan & Valerie Stephens, owners

(First Date of Pub.: Wed., Jan. 12, 2022)
(Dates of Pub.: Wed., Jan. 12, 2022)

LYON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Tuesday, December 21, 2021

A Summary of the proceedings of the Lyon County Board
9:00 a.m. pursuant to notice the Lyon County Commissioners met with 

the following members present: Commissioners Anderson, Crowley, Sanow, 
Graupmann and Ritter. Also present: Administrator Stomberg and County 
Attorney Maes. 

MSP to approve the agenda.
MSP to approve the consent agenda.
MSP to approve the engagement letter with CliftonLarsonAllen for an 

audit of 2021.
MSP to approve the 2022 annual liquor license renewal for Saratoga 

Archery Club for on and off sale.
MSP to approve the $3,000 match for the trail grant to come out of the 

EDA fund.
MSP to approve the list of expenditures made during 2021 to be paid from 

the Recorder’s compliance fund, for an expenditure total as of 12/13/21 of 
$85,773.59.

MSP to authorize closing the jail bond debt service fund by transferring 
remaining monies to the General Fund.

MSP to accept the low bid from Cornerstone Detention Products, Inc. 
for a total of $698,450 and authorize County Administrator to sign required 
document to proceed with the project. Money will come from the jail bonds 
and the contingency.

MSP to approve the EW4, 7 year, 250,000 mile factory extended warranty 
on the Detroit Diesel Engine and additional components for a total of 
$7,965.00.

MSP to approve the hire of Aaron Bakkelund as On-Call Dispatcher with 
a starting rate of the base of grade 7.

MSP to set the Commissioner salary at $21,120 for 2022, leave per diems 
as is and keep the additional $250 per month for the Chair. Motion carried 
with Commissioners Crowley, Graupmann, Anderson and Ritter voting in 
favor. Commissioner Sanow voted against.

MSP to set the 2022 County Board meeting dates to be the first and third 
Tuesday of each month. The exception will be the first meeting in December 
as Thursday, December 8 to include the Truth In Taxation at 6:30 p.m.

MSP to approve the fee schedule as presented.
MSP to approve the 2022 non-union pay range as a 2.5% increase.
MSP to approve the budget as presented and set the 2022 net levy at 

$15,511,167, which is a 1.7% increase from 2021.
MSP to enter into closed session at 11:30 a.m.
MSP to come out of closed session at 12:05 p.m.
MSP to set the 2022 annual salary for the Sheriff at $116,917.
MSP to set the 2022 annual salary for the County Attorney at $154,800.
The meeting adjourned at 12:10 p.m. 
A copy of these proceedings are available in the County Administrator 

Office of Lyon County and also available at www.lyonco.org. 

(First Date of Pub.: 
Wed., Jan. 12, 2022)

(Dates of Pub.: 
Wed., Jan. 12 & 19, 2022)

STATE OF MINNESOTA
LYON COUNTY

DISTRICT COURT
FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Court File Number: 42-PR-21-1268
In Re:  Estate of Leroy Ellingson 

a/k/a Leroy Thor Ellingson, 
Decedent

NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
HEARING ON PETITION FOR 

DESCENT OF PROPERTY

A Petition for Determination of 
Descent has been filed with this 
court. The Petition states that the 
Decedent died more than three 
years ago leaving property in 
Minnesota. It requests the probate 
of Decedent’s last Will, if any, and 
for the descent of such property to 
be determined and assigned by this 
court to the persons entitled to the 
property.

Any objections to the petition 
must be filed with the court prior to 
or raised at the hearing. If proper 
and if no objections are filed or 
raised, the petition may be granted.

It is ordered and notice is given 
that on January 26, 2022 at 1:00 
p.m. a hearing will be held at the 
Lyon County Government Center, 
607 West Main Street, Marshall, MN 
56258 via Zoom to hear the petition. 

Notice shall be given to all 
interested persons (Minn. Stat. § 
524.1-401) and persons who have 
filed a demand for notice (Minn. 
Stat. § 524.3-204).

Notice shall be given by publishing 
this Notice and Order as provided 
by law and by mailing a copy of this 
Notice and Order at least 14 days 
prior to the hearing date.

By the Court:
Dated: December 28, 2021

Michelle A. Dietrich
District Court Judge

Maureen Szerlip, Deputy
District Court Administrator

NOTICE OF REMOTE ZOOM 
HEARING

You are notified this matter is 
set for a remote hearing. This 
hearing will not be in person at the 
courthouse

Hearing information:
January 26, 2022
Probate Hearing

1:00 p.m.

The hearing will be held via Zoom 
and appearance shall be by video 
and audio unless otherwise directed 
with Judicial Officer Michelle A. 

Dietrich, Lyon County District Court.
The Minnesota Judicial Branch 

uses strict security controls for all 
remote technology when conducting 
remote hearings.

You must:
• Notify the court if your address, 

email, or phone number changes.
• Be fully prepared for the remote 

hearing. If you have exhibits you 
want the court to see, you must give 
them to the court before the hearing. 
Visit https://www.mncourts.gov/
Remote-Hearings.aspx for more 
information and options for joining 
remote hearings, including how to 
submit exhibits.

• Contact the court at 507-706-
7050 if you do not have access 
to the internet, or are unable to 
connect by video and audio.

To join by internet:
1. Type https://zoomgove.com/

join in your browser’s address 
bar.

2. Enter the Meeting ID and 
Meeting Passcode (if asked):

3. Update your name by 
clicking on your profile picture. 
If you are representing a party, 
add your role to your name, for 
example, John Smith, Attorney 
for Defendant.

4. Click the Join Audio icon in 
the lower left-hand corner of your 
screen.

5. Click Share Video

To join by telephone (if you are 
unable to join by internet):

Be sure you know how to mute 
your phone when you are not 
speaking and unmute it again to 
speak.

1. Call Toll-Free: 1-833-568-
8864

2. Enter the Meeting ID and 
Meeting Passcode:

Para obtener más información y 
conocer las opciones para participar 
en audiencias remotas, incluido 
cómo enviar pruebas, visite www.
mncourts.gov/Remote-Hearings.

Booqo www.mncourts.gov/
Remote-Hearings oo ka eego 
faahfaahin iyo siyaabaha aad uga 
qeybgeli karto dacwad-dhageysi 
ah fogaan-arag, iyo sida aad u soo 
gudbineyso wixii caddeymo ah.

Dated: December 28, 2021

Aimee Primus
Lyon County Court Administrator
607 W. Main Street
Marshall, MN 56258
507-706-7050

STONEBERG, GILES & 
STROUP, P.A.

Attorneys at Law
300 South O’Connell Street
Marshall, MN 56258
(507) 537-0591

Furan: Finishing his Vietnam tour
BY BILL PALMER
Prairie Lives

FURAN

DNR CORNER
News and notes from the

Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources

MANAGEMENT PLAN 
FINALIZED FOR HERON LAKE

The management plan for Heron Lake is now updated and 
available on the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
website (dnr.state.mn.us/shallowlakes). The Heron Lake man-
agement plan update includes more than 50 years of data and 
significant input from the public as well as area stakeholders.

Heron Lake is a nearly 8,000-acre shallow lake that is an 
important resting spot for thousands of migrating waterfowl 
each year. It was once considered one of North America’s most 
productive waterfowl lakes.

“Heron Lake has been impacted by changes in climate 
patterns and surrounding land use,” said Maggie Gross, DNR 
wildlife lake specialist. “In order to mitigate some of those pres-
sures, we needed to update the lake’s management plan.”

The updated lake management plan identifies new triggers 
that will guide specific actions such as periodic drawdowns and 
predator fish stocking. Those updated triggers are based on 
water quality benchmarks as well as the abundance of aquatic 
plants and fish such as common carp and bullheads.

Water level drawdowns will be used to mimic drought condi-
tions. Periodic low water levels are critical to a healthy shal-
low lake because they encourage aquatic plant growth and 
consolidate sediments. Drawdowns and predator fish stocking 
also reduce populations of common carp and bullheads, which 
degrade water quality through their feeding behavior.

Minnesotans provided comments in October and November 
2020. Based on public comments, the DNR had additional 
conversations with individuals and stakeholder groups over the 
course of 2021. The final plan, which includes items such as 
drawdown schedules and predator fish stocking, reflects this 
input.

“We are extremely grateful to the many people and organiza-
tions that provided input on the lake management plan,” Gross 
said. “We’ve incorporated a number of ideas based on that 
input and remain impressed by the time and thought people 
brought to the process.”

The lake management plan, a summary of the management 
plan and a summary of the public comments received are 
available on the DNR shallow lakes page (dnr.state.mn.us/shal-
lowlakes).

TAKE A KID ICE FISHING 
WEEKEND IS JAN. 15-17

During the weekend, Minnesota residents can go ice fishing 
for free if they are fishing with a child 15 years old or younger. 
Minnesotans 15 years old or younger don’t need fishing li-
censes any time of the year.

“Ice fishing is lots of fun for kids and adults alike. There’s 
nothing quite like making your way onto a frozen lake, drilling 
a hole through the ice and catching fish,” said Benji Kohn, vol-
unteer mentor program coordinator with the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. “If you’re interested in giving ice 
fishing a try, learning the basics is really doable.”

Check the DNR’s learn to ice fish page (dnr.state.mn.us/
gofishing/learn-ice-fish.html) for more information about ice 
fishing.

(First Date of Pub.: Wed., Dec., 29, 2021)
(Date of Pub.: Wed., Dec. 29, 2021, Jan. 5, 12, 2022)

STATE OF MINNESOTA
LINCOLN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, 

DRAINAGE AUTHORITY FOR 
LINCOLN COUNTY DITCH 24

LYON – LINCOLN JOINT DRAINAGE AUTHORITY FOR 
LYON – LINCOLN COUNTIES JUDICIAL DITCH 31

Please take notice that the Lincoln County Board of Commissioners and 
the Lyon – Lincoln Joint Drainage Authority for JD 31 shall hold a hearing 
on January 18, 2022, at 1:30 p.m, in the Commissioner Room of the Lyon 
County Government Center at 607 W Main St in Marshall.

The purpose of the hearing is to review the record and ratify the 
consolidation of Lincoln County Ditch 24 and Lyon – Lincoln Counties 
Judicial Ditch 31. All parties interested in the proceedings are invited to 
attend and provide comment. 

Rick Anderson, Chair, JD 31 Lyon – Lincoln 
Drainage Authority 
Mic VanDeVere, Chair, Lincoln County
Board of Commissioners

E.J. Moberg
Lyon County Auditor/Treasurer
Deb Vierhuf
Lincoln County Auditor/Treasurer


