
 As the crop season moves 
into early August, the 
high variability in weather 
conditions and crop growth 
stages has affected the risk for 
tar spot in corn. While there 
haven’t been any signifi cant 
incidents of tar spot reported 
to date, this is a disease that 
can develop and escalate 
quickly. Dean Malvick, 
University of Minnesota 
Extension plant pathologist 
encourages growers to scout 
for this new corn disease.

Tar spot was discovered 
for the fi rst time in the U.S. in 
northern Illinois and northern 
Indiana. Since then, it has 
spread across much of the 
corn belt, from Wisconsin and 

Michigan to southern Illinois 
and as far east as Pennsylvania. 
In some states, tar spot has 
caused yield losses of 40 to 50 
bushels, although that level 
of loss has not been seen in 
Minnesota.

In Minnesota, it was fi rst 
detected in Fillmore County 
in the southeastern part of the 
state in 2019.  Since then, it’s 
been confi rmed as far north 
as Stearns County, so it can 
spread rapidly.

Tar spot gets its name from 
the small, black, raised fungal 
structures that are produced 
on the leaves. At this time of 
the year, they’re hard to fi nd, 
because the initial spots can 
be mistaken for insect frass or 

dirt. Unlike frass or dirt, tar 
spot lesions cannot be easily 
wiped off the leaf. It can also 
be diffi cult to fi nd if it develops 
in patches in the middle of the 
fi eld.  Scouting requires eagle 
eyes at this early stage.

Catching this disease early 
is important, though, because 
it can progress from scattered 
black spots on the leaves 
to leaves being completely 
covered and killed in 2 to 3 
weeks under the right weather 
conditions.

In most cases, the inoculum 
is probably coming from 
infected residue within the 
fi elds, especially in early 
season infections. However, 
fi elds can be infected from 
locations outside the fi eld. 
“We know that this disease can 
spread by wind, but we don’t 
have a good understanding 
how effective that is,” explains 
Malvick.

Under the right conditions, 
spores infect the leaves 
and symptoms appear in 
14-21 days. If moderate 
temperatures and ample 
moisture continues, these tar 
spot lesions can release more 
spores and the disease keeps 
cycling in the fi eld.

There is still a lot to learn 
about risk factors, but several 
conditions favor tar spot, 
including a previous infection, 
late planting, moderate 
temperatures, and ample 
moisture.

Malvick offered several 
tar spot management tips. 
Scouting is an important 
management tool. Start 
looking for tar spot in early 
July to document where the 

disease is developing and to 
identify where and if potential 
fungicide applications are 
needed. The earlier tar spot 
develops, the higher the 
risk for damaging levels, 
depending on favorable 
weather conditions.

Avoid the most susceptible 
hybrids. More seed companies 
are identifying hybrids that 
are lower in susceptibility and 
that can make a signifi cant 
difference in disease outcomes.

Fungicides can be effective, 
but application timing is 
extremely important. While 
multi-state research has 
identifi ed the best timings to 
be between VT (tasseling) to 
R2 (blister), the applications 
need to be made near the onset 
of symptoms to be effective.

Applications aren’t 
recommended unless disease 
is developing in the fi eld 
and weather conditions 
look favorable. Insurance 
applications at VT may lose 
their protective power before 
the disease even ramps up.  
Unless there’s reason to think 
that an application is needed 
at VT, it might be wise to wait 
until R1 or R2.

Finally, manage irrigation 
to keep leaf wetness at a 
minimum to reduce the risk of 
developing disease.

To watch the live webinar 
from 8-8:30 a.m. each 
Wednesday morning and ask 
presenters your questions 
directly or to listen to the 
recorded podcasts, visit 
https://z.umn.edu/strategic-
farming.

Strategic Farming: Field notes urged 
growers to scout for tar spot in corn
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Thinking Auction?
Whether Real Estate, Farm or Household… 

Let 35 years of Auction Experience work for you!

Dave Bosacker, owner
Tracy, MN

(507) 829-5280

   Michael R. Thomas D.D.S. & Associates

507-532-3353
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444 Craig Ave, Tracy, MN 56175
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Tracy Area 
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(First Date of Pub.: Wed., Aug. 10, 2022)
(Dates of Pub.: Wed., Aug. 10, 2022)

LYON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Tuesday, July 19, 2022

 A Summary of the Proceedings of the Lyon County Board
9:00 a.m. pursuant to notice the Lyon County Commissioners met with 

the following members present: Commissioners Anderson, Crowley, Sanow, 
Graupmann and Ritter. Also present: Administrator Stomberg and County 
Attorney Maes. 

MSP to approve the agenda with the additions of working out of class 
discussion and Technical Assistant II hire.

MSP to approve the consent agenda.
MSP to MSP to approve $1,440 to Drug Court for random testing services 

through the end of 2022.
MSP to approve the purchase of a Landfi ll gas analyze from Field 

Environmental Instruments for a total of $7,038.00. Funds to come out of 
the Landfi ll fund.

MSP to approve the purchase of an in car video camera for a total of 
$5,845 from Motorola Solutions. 

MSP to approve the Floodplain ordinance as presented effective July 19, 
2022.

MSP to enter into the Drainage authority.
MSP to approve the JD 18 L&R tile repair for a total of $27,000.
MSP to come out of the Drainage authority.
MSP to approve the hire of Jackson Stauffacher as Correctional Offi cer 

with a starting rate of $21.02 and starting date upon successful background 
check and pre-employment screening.

MSP to approve the working out of class for Tegan Lindsley to include a 
change in compensation to $38.01/hour effective July 19, 2022.

MSP to approve the hire of temporary part time election staff. Tom 
Meulebroeck will work 2-3 days per week at $20/hour.  Stephen Zimmer 
would work up to 20 hours per week as an intern at $13/hour.  Funding to 
come from the elections budget.

MSP to advertise for a part time or full time Emergency Manager.
MSP to approve the hire of Melissa Flores as Technical Assistant II with a 

starting rate of $21.00/hour and start date upon Board approval.
MSP to approve the working out of class for Jodi Boulton to include 

compensation of $500 per pay period effective July 19, 2022 through 
December 31, 2022.

MSP to adjourn at 11:01 a.m.

A copy of these proceedings are available in the County Administrator 
Offi ce of Lyon County and also available at www.lyonco.org. 

(First Date of Pub.: Wed., July 13, 2022)
(Dates of Pub.: Wed., July 13, Aug. 10, 2022)

NOTICE OF FILING DATES FOR ELECTION TO
THE SCHOOL BOARD

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2904
TRACY, MINNESOTA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the period for fi ling affi davits of candi-
dacy for the offi ce of school board member of Independent School District 
No. 2904 shall begin on August, 2, 2022 and shall close at 5:00 o’clock 

p.m. on August 16, 2022.

The General Election shall be held on Tuesday, November 8, 2022. At 
that election:

Three (3) members will be elected to the School Board for a term of four 
(4) years each

Affi davits of Candidacy are available from the school district offi ce, Tracy 
High School. The fi ling fee for this offi ce is $2.00. A candidate for this offi ce 
must be an eligible voter, must be 21 years of age or more on assum-
ing offi ce, must have been a resident of the school district from which 
the candidate seeks election for 30 days before the general election, and 
must have no other affi davit on fi le for any other offi ce in the next ensuing 
general election.

The affi davits of candidacy must be fi led in the offi ce of the school district 
and the fi ling fee paid prior to 5:00 o’clock p.m. on August 16, 2022.

Dated: June 27, 2022

BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL BOARD
Nicole Swanson
School District Clerk/Treasurer

Agricultural producers in Lyon County who lost poultry due 
to Highly Pathogenic Avian Infl uenza (HPAI) are eligible for 
physical loss loans from the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA). USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers these loans 
for losses caused by Highly Pathogenic Avian Infl uenza that 
occurred on March 25, 2022 and continuing. 

FSA is offering these low-interest emergency loans to pro-
ducers with a qualifying loss. Approval is limited to applicants 
who suffered quarantine losses due to HPAI only. The deadline 
for producers in designated primary and contiguous counties 
to apply for loans for physical losses is March 5, 2023.

Physical loss loans can help producers repair or replace dam-
aged or destroyed physical property essential to the success 
of the agricultural operation, including livestock losses. Ex-
amples of property commonly affected include essential farm 
buildings, fi xtures to real estate, equipment, livestock, peren-
nial crops, fruit and nut bearing trees, and harvested or stored 
crops and hay.

Please contact FSA for more information on loan eligibility 
and the application process. FSA offi ce information is available 
at http://offi ces.usda.gov. Additional FSA disaster assistance 
program information is available at disaster.fsa.usda.gov.

got to do that I didn’t, I would miss all 
the good things happening in my life. 

It was my fi rst “the grass isn’t always 
greener” lesson and it hit home. That 
was Grandma. She wasn’t worried about 
anyone else’s grass because she was too 
busy watering her own. The only time 
she was worried about anyone else was 
when someone needed help. 

The night I went into labor with Ben, 
we had been at their lake cabin on Lake 
Benton for the 4th of July. I had been un-
comfortable all day, but it was July and I 
was nine months pregnant. After the day 
there and the evening in Balaton with my 
other grandparents watching fi reworks 
and a 2-year-old Brady crawling all over 
me, we fi nally got home about 11:30 p.m. 
By then, I was really getting uncomfort-
able and started timing my contractions. 
Boy, was I surprised when they were 
already about 2 minutes apart. But not 
as surprised as I was when I called my 
Grandma to come over to the house to 
stay with Brady while we went to the 
hospital.

She answered on the fi rst ring. I apolo-
gized for calling so late and she informed 
me that she was awake praying for me. 

When I questioned her, she told me she 
knew I was in labor all day and was 
waiting for me to fi gure it out.

I asked her how she knew, and with 
her unforgettable laugh, she said, “I’ve 
had seven kids, I know these things. I’ll 
be right over.”

For her to be up praying for me was 
nothing new for my Grandma. She 
prayed the Rosary every day, several 
times a day. If one of her kids, grandkids 
or great-grandkids had something going 
on, they got a separate Rosary. When I 
had surgery for my melanoma, I’m pretty 
sure she prayed the Rosary all day long. 
Her faith was unshakable. No matter how 
diffi cult life was or what was coming at 
her, she prayed. She attended Mass every 
day until she was no longer able to. For 
her to answer her door with her Rosary 
in her hand was a common occurrence. 
She didn’t care if you were a saint (which 
she would tell you no one is) or a sinner, 
she prayed for you. You had a frustrating 
situation with someone, her answer was 
the same, “I’ll pray for them.” 

I was extremely lucky to be as close as 
I was with my Grandma. I grew up a few 
miles from her. I took a two-week trip to 

Italy with her in 2005. I lived next door to 
her for a few years in Marshall. 

My kids had that same amazing bond 
with her. She was their go-to. She lived 
next door to their dad in Marshall. Not 
many kids see their great grandma sev-
eral times a week. They have their own 
special memories of her. 

These next couple weeks will be hard 
as we adjust to life without GK. We won’t 
hear the same story about catching and 
selling night crawlers that we’ve heard 
7,000 times. She won’t buy blueberries 
just to have them on hand for Brady. She 
won’t be sneaking fun size candy bars to 
my kids all the time or delivering Wal-
Mart mini cupcakes to me on my birth-
day this fall because everyone should 
have a cupcake on their birthday — even 
moms. 

Instead, we will rely on the memories 
we have and the lessons she taught us to 
fi ll this huge hole she left behind. We will 
strive to pass on those lessons because 
we understand how important they are. 
We’ll cherish the time we got — time that 
many families don’t get. And we’ll pray. 

Because that’s what Grandma would 
do.

Tara’s Takes
Continued from page 4

Low interest quarantine disaster loans available for producers in Lyon County


